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see the light and follow the path, they will reach the goal
as well as men.

Buddhism being a matter of self-control and self-culture,
it regards every individual, whether man or woman, as a
complete whole. Accordingly the Dharma does not con-
cern itself with those relations between man and woman in
which one sex is regarded as completing the other. But in
all Buddhist countries the influence of Buddhism has been
such that woman has always had fair play. She is given
perfect freedom and is bound by no rigid ties. Speaking
of the influence of Buddhism on the Burmese, Talboys
Wheeler says : " Their wives and daughters are not shut up
as prisoners in the inner apartments, but are free as air to
take their pleasure on all occasions-of merry-making and
festivals ; and often they assume an independent position in
the family and household, and gain a livelihood for them-
selves or superintend the affairs of husbands or fathers.
Their affections are not pent up in little hotbeds of despotism
as in Hindu households, but are developed by social inter-
course into free and healthy play.  Courting time is an
institution of the country. On any evening that a damsel
is desirous of receiving company she places her lamp in her
window, and puts fresh flowers in her hair, and takes her
seat upon a mat. Meantime the young men of the village
array themselves in their best, and pay a round of visits to
the houses where they see that a lamp is burning. In this
manner attachments are formed; and instead of arbitrary
unions between boys and girls, there are marriages of affec-
tion between young women and young men, in which
neither parents nor priests have voice or concern."

Most Burmese women, even in the villages, are able to
read and write. No obstacle is placed in the way of female
education. " At an early age," writes a Burmese lady, (< the
girls go to their school, and learn to read and write, the
Buddhist scriptures in Burmese, and sometimes in mixed
Burmese and Pali, forming the ground-work of their studies.
All that they learn, their ideals of right and wrong, of the
nature of the body and the mind, of illness and hygiene,
comes from the same source; as also do those higher
teachings of faithfulness, generosity and kindliness, which